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McPherson’s Musings 

A new calendar year is almost here, the Year of our Lord 

2020. I wonder what it will bring besides another ugly 

political season? Ugh! If only we didn’t have to go 

through that again. 

There are certain times when I hear someone mention 

2020 that I instantly think about 20/20 vision and having 

good sight, which for me was a very long time ago. The 

American Optometric Association website states that 

“20/20 vision is a term used to express normal visual acui-

ty (the clarity or sharpness of vision) measured at a dis-

tance of 20 feet…If you have 20/20 vision, you can see clearly at 20 feet what should normally 

be seen at that distance.” The website goes on to say that “having 20/20 vision does not nec-

essarily mean you have perfect vision…It only indicates the sharpness or clarity of vision at that 

distance.” 

This Advent season I have been studying and preaching on Isaiah’s prophetic vision for the 

coming messiah, The Prince of Peace. It was a vision straight from God, a word of great hope 

from the Almighty for people who needed good news. Although Isaiah’s prophetic vision was 

to be trusted, many couldn’t envision it ever happening. Their vision for the coming messiah 

definitely wasn’t 20/20. Their current world was far from what was promised to come. They 

definitely needed hope for a better future. 

I have several questions for you as we enter 2020. What is your vision for this new calendar 

year for you, your family, and even your church? What would you like to see God doing in your 

midst and in your life that would be different from 2019? What are the words or message you 

need to hear from God? 

May we all be granted 20/20 vision of God’s will for each and every one of us in 2020. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kurt 
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Thanksgiving has come and gone and we’ll soon be celebrating Christmas.   

I’m one who prefers clean breaks between the holidays/seasons.  For example, I 
love fall and I especially like my fall decorations and really enjoy looking at them.  I 
also love my Christmas decorations too!  I have collections of carolers, nutcrackers, 
Santas, and snowmen and I enjoy each and every one of them.  Well, because 
Thanksgiving was later this year and for other reasons I won’t explain, we decided to 
get our Christmas tree out of the storage room into its place in the Great Room.  
And so we did!  Well, that led to my  decision to just go ahead and decorate the en-
tire Great Room for Christmas. 
 

So, now I had a Great Room that was decorated red and green for Christmas and a dining  
room that was gold, brown, and red --  definitely fall and Thanksgiving.  And so began my  
schizoid feelings for several days.  It was strange to pass through the “Christmasy” room  
into the “autumny” one and I didn’t like it.  So, I decided that I wasn’t going to do that again.   
It’s either going to be one or the other, not both at the same time.   
 

All of this boils down to saying that most of us can’t focus on too many things at one time.   
We can try, but it usually doesn’t work.  The same is true for our relationship with God.   
We either make him the central focus of our lives or we allow it to be something else.  At  
this special time of the year (and by the time you read this, we will almost be at the point of  
celebrating the Christ child), I pray that we have all made God and the impending birth of His Son, center of our lives.  
Jesus truly is the reason for the season! 
 

As we approach the New Year, may we all resolve to continue to make God the center of our 
lives as we navigate through all of the ups and downs of life. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

There were five or six of us seated in chairs and couches in a circle. Mi-
chael Tait, lead singer of the Newsboys, sat to my immediate right. Inside, I was 
screaming. On the outside, I tried to remain composed. Dead silence weighed 
the air like the humidity of a summer’s day in Myrtle Beach.  

“Wow,” said Michael, “Y’all are pretty quiet.” 
 “We’re just basking in the awe of siting here with the Michael Tait,” 
   Kathryn said.  
  Michael waved his hand. “Oh stop it! I’m just like anyone else.”  
 
 “Well, guys, do you have any questions for him?” Scott asked us. He is 
the head of Ground Zero, where we were all meeting, and who was sponsoring 
the concert happening in just a few short hours. “I have a question,” I said, rais-
ing my hand. I quickly put it down. “I’ve noticed in our church specifically, as 
well as elsewhere, that there is a decline in youth attendance at church events, 
even events specifically for them. How can we encourage today’s youth to be active participants in our churches?”  
Michael leaned back a little, stretching his legs out. “If I had a quick and easy solution, I’d tell you. Back in the day, 
when I was going to youth group, all you had to do was say, ‘hey! There’s free pizza! Come to youth group.’ Everyone 

LAUREN HIGGINS—MY TIME WITH MICHAEL TAIT 
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came.  Now, we have to offer them more than just free food. It’s not a good enough incentive.”  He continued to ex-
plain that this is an epidemic of epic proportions. The struggle of youth ministry is not just here in Myrtle Beach, or 
South Carolina, it is nationwide. Other activities have become more important, while church is pushed off to the side 
like the unwanted broccoli on the dinner plate.  Like that broccoli, however, church is essential, it is what nourishes 
our soul, and keeps our relationship with God active.  
 
 A couple of months ago, I decided to volunteer at Ground Zero. If you don’t know what Ground Zero is, it is a 
nonprofit, non-church affiliated, teen outreach center in downtown Myrtle Beach. Once a week, they minister to 
teens, providing them with a meal, entertainment, a message, and overall, a safe place to hang out and make friends. 
I have so much fun hanging out with the youth there and the other volunteers. I’ve even made friends that have made 
a huge impact on my life in just the short time that I’ve known them. It has helped my spiritual life, and ultimately, 
has helped me in how I can better reach the teens in our church and the surrounding community.  
 
 Even ministering here, the answer to youth ministry is not clear. There is no easy, one-size-fits-all solution. 
But the Bible is very clear on three things:  
 
 We “must love the Lord [our] God with all [our] heart, all [our] soul, and all [our] mind” (Matthew 22:37) 
 We must “love [our] neighbor as [ourselves]” (Matthew 22:39). 
 We are called to “go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).  

 We are called to love God, love others, and make disciples. If we try to do one without the other two, we will 
fail. Here at Socastee United Methodist Church, we do not have a strong youth presence. But it does not have to re-
main that way. So many in this community need to hear the Good News. If it is not done in love, however, what are 
we doing it for?  

 

 As well as thinking about Christmas, many people in December also think about a word to choose for the new 
year. That word is their focus for the new year, something they want to improve on or change. One of my good 
friends said the Lord has put it on her heart to be more intentional. That really struck me, too. When you are inten-
tional in relationships with others, they will see that you genuinely care about them. This is what I want for our youth 
and our church. I want us to be intentional in loving others and in inviting our friends and neighbors to church. Not for 
our gain, but for theirs.  

 

 As we prepare our hearts and our homes to celebrate Jesus’ birth, let us be reminded of the lost, the un-
reached, and those who may be celebrating a commercialized Christmas, who may not even know the REAL reason 
we celebrate and what makes it so joyous. The baby born in the manger is the same precious Jesus who died on the 
cross for us. This is the greatest gift we will ever receive on Christmas day. Let’s share it with Socastee, with Myrtle 
Beach, with (insert your neighborhood/community here). This Christmas season, let us be disciples making disciples.  

Lauren Higgins 
Director of Children’s Education 
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 January Birthdays 
Johnny Collins  1 

Shirley Leigh  1 

Scotty Singleton  1 

Brian Tessenear  2 

Marge Coffey  3 

Mitchell Strickland 4 

Susie Bartlett  5 

Linda Bobo  5 

Ann Bulda  5 

Patrick Killian  6 

Ina Squires  6 

William Smith, IV  7 

Grant Costner  9 

William Golder  9 

Travis Collins  10 

Maddie Tucker  10 

Beth Douglas  12 

Gayle Schroder  12 

John Jordan  13 

Kurt McPherson  13 

Mary Lou Smith  13 

Hannah Hall  14 

Stacey Majors  16 

Allen Cooper  17 

Jude Nininger  17 

David Harmon  18 

Mike Moyers  18 

Diana Petrick  19 

Annette Pollard  19 

Rene Smith  19 

Caitlin Jurasko  20 

Nicholas Jurasko  20 

Lynn Negley  20 

Tom Crickmore  21 

John Gindek  21 

Donald Nyser  22 

Heather Jurasko  23 

Scott Terrell  23 

Bo Turbeville  23 

David Smith  24 

Sharon Vining  24 

Rose Bobo  25 

Wendell Vozar  25 

James Fry  26 

Ava Finn   28 

Jenny Lecroy  28 

Lee Smith  28 

Margie Hewitt  30 

Leslie Smith  30 

Hugh Cooper  31 

Russell Fry  31 

David Geddings  31 

Sharon Scott  31 

 

January Anniversaries  

 

Ed & Diane Martin 17 

Tom & Sally Crickmore 20 

Bill & Jackie Donevant 22 

Stewart & Ann Spangler 22 

Lanny & Kim Ard  24 

Jonnie & Gloria Frazier 27 

Bob & Doris Wolford 28 

 

February Birthdays 
JJ  Robertson  1 

Ann Spangler (Smith) 1 

Dale Willoughby 1 

Wade Zachary  3 

Dana Harmon  4 

Andrea Higgins  5 

Wayne Rogers  5 

Ava Sherman  7 

Joyice Waters  8 

Loraine Grubb  9 

Donna Bryant  11 

Suzanne Grzeszkowiak 11 

Dorothy Froelich 12 

Brady Parker  13 

Tannon Turbeville 16 

Ron Winson  16 

Ivey Costner  17 

Alyssa Gollie  17 

Mary Koch  17 

Jackson Petrick  18 

Bob Bulda  19 

Sharyn Vadimski 19 

Emery Bullock  21 

Jo Burdock  21 

Irene Glock  21 

Paul R. Silvis  21 

Brooke Ward  21 

Janice Manen  22 

Jean Page  22 

Branden Bellamy 23 

John Stegall  24 

Logan Singleton  25 

Connie Wine  25 

Kelsey Gollie  27 

Kim Ard   28 

Lori Grbich  28 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries 

David & Leigh Smith 5 

Steve & Tina Shuppy 12 

John & Trudie Bealer 14 

Bob & Emily Michael 14 

Bob & Diane Santee 14 
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March Birthdays 
Sharon Beckham  1 

Pat Boyson  1 

Cheryl Hinson  1 

Gene Kipe  1 

Reggie McCoy-Noce 2 

Tony Hudson  3 

Jackson Love  3 

Bonnie Fortin  5 

Amber Redding  5 

Kim Quiggle  7 

Carol Vozar  7 

Jacob Livingston  9 

Patty Merritt  9 

Amanda Musgrave 9 

Dustin Ewald  10 

Doris Harris  10 

Saundra Stegall  10 

Nancy Edwards  11 

Pam Taylor  11 

Harriet Witten  11 

John Patton  13 

Brittany Hall  17 

Emma Thompson  17 

Megan Turbeville  17 

Anthony Hudson   18 

Jackie Singleton [Hanselman] 18 

Susan Williamson   19 

Mark Anthony Hanselman  20 

Brycen Bellamy   21 

Kathy Harmon   22 

Terry Jenkinson   23 

Jodi Livingston   24 

John Bealer   26 

Trenton Turbeville  26 

Charles Whaley   28 

Jennifer Fortune   29 

Diane Santee   29 

Keri Geddings   30 

Wayne Willoughby  30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 
Kurt & Lillie McPherson  8 

Ed & Elaine Wilbraham  15 

Doug & Sharon Vining  19 

Johnny & Ina Squires  21 

Tom King & Alice Stewart  22 

Michael & Irene Hanselman 23 

Phillip & Reggie McCoy-Noce 24 

Allen & Kristen Cooper  28 

Andrew & Andrea Higgins  30 

Garnet & Dorothy Ferguson 31 

Realm is Here 
If  you have not received your invite or have questions about Realm, email Rene Smith at lrsmith60@gmail.com . 
 

Here are just a few items you can do in Realm: 
 Print your 2019 giving statements for tax purposes 
 Look up members in the church directory 
 Update your personal information 
 Give online 
 View giving history and print your own statements 
 Make and keep track of pledges 
 Communicate with groups and teams 
 Register and sign up to bring items for events 

This is just a few ways Realm will help the church stay connected between Sundays.  Realm is safe, private, and 
secure.   
 
Watch for help sessions coming in January, or go to socasteeumc.org, and click on the Realm tab for detailed in-
structions. 
 
Church Office Hours during the Holidays 
The church office will be closing at 12:30 PM on Christmas  Eve and will remain closed until 
Monday, December 30.  The office will be opened from 9 AM to noon on December 30 and 
31 and closed for New Years Day.  Normal hours will resume on January 2, 2020.  

mailto:lrsmith60@gmail.com
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Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) 

The Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship meets once a month, on 
Wednesday nights from 5:00-
7:00pm. Join us for food, fun, 
and fellowship! Check the 
church calendar for specific 
dates. 

 

 United Methodist Men (UMM) 

United Methodist Men in Ministry 
will resume on January 21 with a 
new start time of 6:30PM.  

All men are welcome.  Hope to see 
you there. 

 

 

Hope Circle (UMW) 

Hope Circle (UMW) meetings are 
held in the Fellowship Hall, Room 
105, at 12:30 PM on the first 
Wednesday of each month for a 
snack, fellowship,  and a meeting.   

We will not be meeting on January 
1, but we will meet on Wednesday, 

January 8, at 12:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Host-
esses will be Sharon Vining and Margie Hewitt.  Sha-
ron Vining will have the devotions. 

 

Bible Studies 

Join us on Thursday mornings 
for Bible study led by Pastor 
Kurt.  The group meets at 10:30 
AM in the John Wesley Room in 
the Meeting House.  All are wel-
come. 

 

Join the women here at Socastee UMC for Bible study 
on Tuesdays at 1:30 PM. We meet in the Fellowship 
Hall in Room 201.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Our Sunday morning 
service is a traditional 
service with hymns, 
choir, bible reading, 
prayer, and a sermon.  
It is held each Sunday 
morning at 10:00 AM 

in the main Sanctuary. 

Sunday School 

Sunday School is available 
for all ages.  Classes begin 
at 8:45 AM on Sunday 
morning.  For a complete 
list, go to  socasteeumc.org 
and find the list under the 

Worship tab. 

 

Sunday Evening Prayer And Praise Service 

Our evening Prayer and Praise 
service is held each Sunday at 
4:30 PM in the 1875 Sanctuary.  
Join us for singing, praying for 
others, and Bible Study. 

 

 

Saturday Night Live (SNL) 

We have started Saturday 
Night Live for the school year! 
We meet the second Saturday 
of every month, 6:00-8:00 PM, 
from  September to May.  

 

Wonderful Wednesday  

Wonderful Wednesday has been cancelled effec-
tive January 2020 until further notice. 

 



 

Board of Trustees 

The board shall consist of not fewer 

than three nor more than nine people 

and it is recommended that at least 

one-third be laywomen and that at 

least one-third be laymen.  Trustees 

shall be of legal age as determined by law, and at least two-thirds shall be professing members of the United Method-

ist Church.  No pastor is a voting member unless elected as a member.  

 

The members of the board shall be divided into three classes, and each class shall as nearly as possible consist of an 

equal number of members, and will serve for a term of three years. 

 

Within 30 days after the beginning of the calendar year, the board shall convene for the purpose of electing officers 

for the ensuring year and transacting any other business properly brought before it.  The board shall elect from the 

membership to hold office for a term of one year or until successors shall be elected, a chairperson, vice chairperson, 

secretary, and if needed, a treasurer. 

 

The board shall meet at the call of the pastor or its chairperson at least annually at such times and places as shall be 

designated in a notice to each trustee and the pastor.  A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum. 

 

Subject to the direction of the charge conference, the board of trustees shall have the supervision, oversight, and care 

of all real property owned by the local church and of all property and equipment acquired directly by the local church. 

 

The board shall annually compare the existence and adequacy of the church’s insurance coverages, the purpose being 

to ensure that the church, all properties, and personnel are properly protected against risks. 

 

When a pastor and/or the board is asked to grant permission to an outside organization to use church facilities, per-

mission can be granted only when such use is consistent with the Social Principles and ecumenical objectives. 

 

The chair of the board or the chair of the parsonage committee, the chair of the Staff Parish Relations Committee and 

the pastor shall make an annual review of the church-owned parsonage to ensure proper maintenance.  

 

The Trustees shall receive and administer all bequests made to the local church, shall receive and administer all trusts 

and shall invest all trust funds of the church in conformity with all pertinent laws. 

 

The Trustees shall conduct or cause to be conducted an annual accessibility audit of their buildings, grounds and facili-
ties to discover and identify what physical, architectural, and communication barriers exist that impede the full partici-
pation of people with disabilities and shall make plans and determine priorities for the elimination of such barriers. 
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Candlelight and Communion Service is December 24 at 

6 PM in the Sanctuary.   

Souper Bowl 2020 

Please mark your calen-

dars for February 

2.  Immediately follow-

ing the morning wor-

ship service, the 

Salkehatchie volunteers 

will be hosting the an-

nual SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON.  We will be providing 

at least 15 wonderful tasting soups along with various 

sandwiches and desserts in the Fellowship  Hall.    The 

cost is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children, or $18.00 for 

families.     

Sweetheart Dinner 

The United Methodist Men in 

Ministry Valentine Sweet-

heart Dinner will be held 

Tuesday, February 18, at 6:30 

PM in  the Fellowship Hall.  

All men and ladies are invit-

ed.  Bring a spouse or special 

friend and a covered dish.  

The Men’s Club will provide the meats, desserts, and 

drinks.   

 

Ash Wednesday 

 

Ash Wednesday services will 

be held at 10 AM and 7 PM 

on February 26 in the Sanc-

tuary.  There will be a drive 

through imposition of ashes 

from 7:00 AM until 8:00 AM.  

Pelicans Baseball Game 

It’s spring time soon!  Mark 

your calendars for the UM 

Men’s Fellowship ball 

game on Thursday, April 

23.  The pre-game picnic is 

at 6 PM and the game 

starts at 7:05 PM.   Lee 

Horton will provide more details after the first of the 

year.  This is a fun night for everyone, young and old. 

Flower Chart for 2020 

It’s that time of year again.  Please 

sign up on the Flower Calendar 

hanging in the narthex.  There are 

lots of open dates, so choose your 

day to remember, honor, or con-

gratulate someone.  Please list 

your phone number beside your 

name.  If you have any questions, please call Shirley 

Ritchey at 910-690-3664.  

Hope Circle 

We want to thank all Hope Circle 
members, the Men of the 
Church, and the wonderful Paw-
ley's Island Jazz Band for the very 
special Christmas Dinner  

Party!  We had lots of food, great 
decorations, a super clean up crew, and great cooks 
who prepared the feast. It really was a wonderful 
event to start the Christmas Season with joy and love.  

We want to thank everyone for the great support to 

the Blue Star Mothers and the items given for packing 

the boxes for the troops!  Halloween candy went to 

filling Christmas stockings, so next year we have been 

asked to do our collection in September and October.  

So keep that in your thoughts as you go shopping 

for items during the spring and summer for the box-

es!  And all of the leftover Halloween candy can be 

brought in for the stockings.  So many joys brought to 

so many troops in far away places.  Thank you! 

 

 



The following new members have joined the church 

since our last Newsletter publication. 

 

Ed and Diane Martin 

 

Ed and Diane joined church 
on October 12.  

Diane is originally from 
Ohio and Ed from West 
Virginia.  They have lived in 
the Myrtle Beach area for 
27 l/2 years! 

Ed was a steel mill worker 
and also a high school track coach.  Diane was a stay at 
home mom tending to their five children.  Among the 
five children they have given Ed and Diane 13 grandchil-
dren and six great-grandchildren, with another on its 
way in 2020. 

They enjoy playing Yahtzee together and bowled for 
many years previously.  Ed enjoys fishing and Diane en-
joys knitting. They celebrated 50 years of marriage in 
January of this year! 

 

Dianna LeBlanc and Bob Jablonski 

Dianna and Bob are the 
most recent additions to our 
church family and we are 
very happy to have them 
join us! 

Both of them are from the 
Rutland, Vermont area.  Bob 
sold cars for 25 years, then 
switched to food sales the 
last 11 years prior to retir-
ing.  Dianna was a nurse for 
45 years. They have owned a 
house in Socastee since 2014 and have wintered the last 
three years here. 

Bob has two children, Kyle and Katie.  Dianna has one 
child Caid.  They have two grandchildren, Mason 2 years 
old and Mia 4 years old. 

They both enjoy traveling, going to shows, playing trivia  
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on a team, painting, and gardening. 

They have a pet cat named Lila who has "owned us 
for three years". 

Bob says "they have felt very welcomed into this 
community and look forward to continuing to partici-
pate in the upcoming years in any way we can help." 

 
Pamela Doharty 
 
Pamela joined the church on October 20. 
 
Olin Grant Cooper 
 
Olin Grant Cooper was baptized on November 24.  
He is the son of Logan and Amber Cooper. 
 
Hugh James Cooper 
 
Hugh James Cooper was baptized on October 13.  He 
is the son of Allen and Kristen Cooper. 
 
Jay Barton 
 
We welcome Jay Barton as the new adult and chil-
dren's Choir Director. 


