
Kurt’s Corner 
 
 The common refrain I keep hearing from others is that they are ready for this 

year and this pandemic to be over. I certainly understand this sentiment. 

 I think most of us are tired of what has become “the new normal.” Wearing 

masks and socially distancing has been no fun and not easy to do. I never would have 

believed that “fifteen days to flatten the curve” would turn into eight-plus months! 

 My clergy friends have expressed similar thoughts and feelings. We all are 

trying our best to remain positive, share “the good news”, and to help the church 

“continue to be the church.” We know that for thousands of years the church has with-

stood multiple challenges (wars, pandemics, persecutions, etc.) and still prevailed, and 

we have no doubt that the present church will survive this latest pandemic. 

 As I write to you, I am preparing for the third Sunday of Advent. I know that Christmas Eve and Christmas Day will be 

here before I know it. However, that means that we will celebrating a central tenet of our faith, that Jesus came as Emmanuel, 

“God with us.” A little baby’s birth has completely altered history because lives have been altered. No matter what happens or 

comes our way, God is still with us, and will always be with us. That certainly is good news. That certainly is our faith. 

Let us remember the words that the angel shared with the shepherds: 

“…but the angel reassured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said.  

‘I bring you good news of great joy to all the people.  

The Savior – yes, the Messiah, the Lord – 

has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 

And you will recognize him by this sign:  

You will find a baby wrapped snuggly in strips of cloth, 

lying in a manger’” 

Luke 2:10-12 

 

Merry Christmas,  

 
       Pastor Kurt 
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LOOKING OUT DEE’S WINDOW— Dee Horton 

  

This will be my third newsletter article addressing the pandemic.  So, it would appear 

that while it isn’t done with me (or any of us), I’m not done with it either.  Ten months 

in and still counting!  I guess the saying “it ain’t over till the fat lady sings” might be ap-

propriate for this time we’re in.  So, I say “Sing, fat lady, sing”! 

 

In actuality, I did fairly well until the end of October and then I went a little bonkers.  I 

had grown tired of the routine – and no, I’m not so much of an egoist that I don’t realize 

that LOTS of people felt that way.  It’s just that one day melted into another;  then one week melted into another, and it was 

nerve wracking.  While we heard of others being brave and going to restaurants, Lee and I didn’t and still haven’t.  And anyone 

who knows me knows 100% for certain that I’d rather eat out than have to cook any day!  When Lee approached me with the 

idea of going out to Ruth’s Chris for my birthday on November 22, I can’t tell you how badly I wanted to do it.  But by that time 

the cases had started escalating again and I just felt as if we shouldn’t.  We opted to eat at home, but ordered lobsters out.  That 

was, at least, a real treat, especially since each of them was 2 l/2 lbs.  Of course, we both decided that we needn’t do that again. 

 

So, now it’s the beginning of December and the cases are really escalating.  I just read that our percentage of cases is at 18% and 

the recommended is 5% to slow the spread.  While I hate reading the stats, I have almost an approach/avoidance reaction to it 

all.  I don’t really want to know what they are, but I look at all of the news about it anyway.  It’s very difficult to not become con-

sumed by it.  I think some of my obsession has to do with Lee’s health and the fear of him getting the virus.  Of course, selfishly I 

don’t want to get it either.  With both of us having underlying conditions (him more than me) and being the ages we are, it is a 

real concern.  And I know that I have been difficult about a lot of things.  I can’t seem to help it.  My reluctance to eat out when 

asked by friends to do so has just been my overwhelming desire to keep us safe.  Any time I turn down an opportunity to eat at 

Ruth’s Chris tells you where my head is.  I’ve also had a problem sometimes with meetings where I felt people were too close and 

I’ve felt bad about it, but on the other hand, it’s protection for others as well as myself.  I know that I have had days where I have 

been downright grumpy and a lot of people have had to deal with that.  I am sorry!  I don’t like it when I’m grumpy, but if you 

were the brunt of it, it wasn’t personal to you.  I know I’m not alone.  There have been serious cases of frustration leading to dra-

matic outcomes during this pandemic.  Most of us have a few days of being “off” and then, thankfully, we’ll “right” ourselves 

again and go on.  But it has certainly been a challenge. 

 

I have known for years that I was born a worrier.  I know the Bible speaks against it and I try very hard not to be one, but some-

how that’s a big part of who I am.  One of my most fervent prayers is that God will help me to do a better job of not worrying.  

That is a real goal for me and will be a big part of my resolution for the New Year, speaking of which – 2021 cannot come soon 

enough! 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Pastor Kurt and the congregation for allowing me to serve as Lay Leader for 

these three years.  I felt as if it was a privilege.  And I wish Coy Waters all the best as he assumes this role! 

 

I am hopeful that each of us will have a wonderful Christmas, although it may be very different from others.  As best we can, we 

must find a way to focus more on the blessings in our lives than the negatives we are all going through now.  And, of course, the 

greatest blessing is that of the celebration of the Christ-child’s birth.  That baby became our Lord and Savior.  And for Him, we are 

eternally grateful. 

 

Happy New Year too! 



 

 

This year we will be offering 3 services for Christmas Eve.  

This will allow us to accommodate more people in a safe 

environment during this pandemic.  The service times 

are: 

11:00 AM in the 1875 Sanctuary 

4:00 PM in the New Sanctuary 

7:00 PM in the New Sanctuary 

 

All services will be candlelight and communion.  To get an 

idea of how many people we can expect at each service, 

we will be requesting people to sign up through Realm or 

contact the Church Office.   We will also be posting the 

4:00 PM and 7:00 PM services on YouTube for those who 

wish to watch from home.  

Sunday School 

On Sunday mornings there are four 
adult Sunday School classes available.   

Aldersgate is taught by  
Pastor Kurt and others and is current-

ly discussing the Advent season. This class meets in the 
1875 Sanctuary at 8:45 AM. 
 

The Sarah Page Cooper class, being led by Margie Single-
ton, is studying the prophets, Jonah and Micah. This class 
meets at 8:45 AM  in Room 102 in the Fellowship Hall. 

The John Wesley class meets in the room with the same 
name which is in the church office building. The leaders 
are Tom King, Bill Golder, and Shirley Ritchey. They also 
meet at 8:45 AM.  

The Covenant Keepers meet at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship 
Hall. This class is studying Life Lessons from Genesis by 
Max Lucado and is led by Sunny Fry, Rene Smith, and Al 
Wood.  

All classes are open to everyone and each class would 
welcome you as a new participant.  

Children’s Sunday School is currently not meeting due to 

Covid.   

 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Our Sunday morning service is 

a traditional service with 

hymns, bible reading, prayer, 

and a sermon.  It is held each 

Sunday morning at 10:00 AM 

in the main Sanctuary. 

 

Sunday Evening Prayer And Praise Service 

Our evening Prayer and Praise service 

is held each Sunday at 4:00 PM in the 

1875 Sanctuary.  Join us for singing, 

praying for others, and Bible Study. 

 

 

 

 United Methodist Men (UMM) 

The UMM meet on the third  

Tuesday of each month (except July, 

August, and December) at 6:30 PM in 

the Fellowship Hall.  All men of the 

church are welcome to attend.  

 

Hope Circle (UMW) 

Hope Circle (UMW) meetings are held 

in the Fellowship Hall, Room 105, at 

12:30 PM on the first Wednesday of 

each month for a snack, fellowship, and 

a meeting. Hope Circle will resume on 

January 2, 2021. 

 

Bible Study 

Join us on Thursday mornings 

for Bible study led by Pastor 

Kurt.  The group meets at 10:30 

AM in the 1875 Sanctuary.  All 

are welcome. 

Women’s Bible Study meets on Tuesday afternoon at 

2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Stitchers 

We continue with our mission of stitching, quilting, sewing and knitting “Comfort Quilts” that are donated to the 

children in Shriners Hospital. Two times a year we send approximately 25 Quilts to the children. With the COVID 

quarantine in the spring of this year our mission was put on hold. However, our faithful Quilters continued making 

the quilts from their homes while in lock-down until we were able to meet again at the church.  

With the missed Spring distribution we were able to increase our Fall goal and sent 50 Quilts. They were displayed 

on the church altar rail and received a blessing before Doug Vining took them to the children in the hospital. If you 

are looking for a mission outreach, please come and join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00 AM to noon. 

“Those who sleep under a quilt, sleep under a blanket of love.” 

 

 Book Drive, Book Drive! 

The Missions Committee continues to sponsor Little Free Book Fairs at Plantation 

Apartments and The Highlands as part of our literacy mission.  Strong reading ability 

is a primary factor in ensuring academic success for students, and the best way to 

improve reading ability is to make sure that children read every day.  Therefore, hav-

ing books in the home is crucial.  Owning books of his very own gives a child the op-

portunity to read a favorite text over and over, which develops fluency, strengthens 

comprehension, and instills pride in a child over his success.  When a child chooses a 

book from the Little Free Book Fair, he or she may very well be receiving the key to a 

bright future. 

 

To provide those keys for the future, we must regularly replenish our book inventory 

for the Little Free Book Fairs, so the Missions Committee will start 2021 off with a book drive through January and 

February.  There are several ways in which YOU can support this literacy mission: 

 

1. Santa Claus may bring your children or grandchildren lots of wonderful new books, so this is a good time to 
tidy up their bookshelves and donate gently used books to the book fair. 

2. If you are buying a book as a gift for a special child in your life, purchase a second copy for the book fair.  Per-
haps that book will be adopted by a child who does not have a grandma or grandpa to buy books for him or 
her. 

3. When you’re feeling bored during this pandemic, shop online for books and have them shipped directly to the 
Missions Committee at the church office. 

4. Safely visit used book stores or children’s clothing stores like Once Upon a Child for great deals on books that 

are in excellent condition. 

Books of all types are needed for the Little Free Book Fairs.  Board books and chapter books are especially popular. 

• Board books for infants and toddlers are practically indestructible and wonderful for little hands (and mouths) 

as young parents introduce their babies to text and pictures.   

• Chapter books for middle school children are also needed.  If a child discovers a book series that she loves, she 

will work her way through the entire collection.  Do you need some guidance on books for this special age 

group? 
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Series that are popular with upper elementary and middle grades include, but are not limited to, the following:  

    Series 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid  Captain Underpants  The Ranger’s Apprentice   

The Last Kids on Earth    Series of Unfortunate Events Harry Potter  

  The Devlin Quick Mysteries Alex Rider   

 

• Some titles that remain popular over the years from one generation to the next include, but are not limited to, the follow-

ing: 

Titles 

  Bridge to Terabithia  Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing Crash    
  Wayside School   A Wrinkle in Time   Holes 

Charlotte’s Web   The Boxcar Children 
 
 

Mission: Literacy ABROAD! 

Back to School! 

Socastee United Methodist Church is finishing 2020 on a positive note as 

we raise funds to support the education of seven children of the Holy 

Innocents Church located outside of Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  Their pastor, 

Pierre Henry-Fritz Valdema (henceforth referred to as Pere Val), recently 

met with the Missions Committee and shared with us the dire circum-

stances of the Haitian people.   Haiti is the poorest country in the west-

ern hemisphere and in recent years has suffered numerous natural dis-

asters that have further thrust their society into abject poverty.  Many 

American churches and organizations have sent mission groups to Haiti, 

and we are fortunate to have two of our very own who have personally been involved in working with Pere Val.  Gene Posey and 

Steve Hayden LOVE to talk about their experiences with the Haitian people.  These two gentlemen have a wealth of knowledge 

that will help us to help the schoolchildren of Holy Innocents Church.   

Starting Sunday, December 13, you will find posted in the sanctuary a chart that depicts the congregation’s generous giving to-

ward this mission.  With each dollar given, our schoolhouse will grow more vivid and colorful until we reach the bell on top, and 

all seven of our Holy Innocents’ children will be able to return to classes after the holidays.  The Missions Committee asks you to 

prayerfully consider a generous gift to the Holy Innocents Church Education Fund so we can help the people of Haiti build a 

better future-- one little child at a time.  

  Thank You! 

The Missions Committee is extremely appreciative of the heartwarming response to this 

year’s Christmas book project, A Gift for a Child.  Thanks to your giving spirit, seventy-

three children in our local community will receive for Christmas the Children of God Sto-

rybook Bible by Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  Can you help but smile at the idea of these 

sweet children poring over the beautiful illustrations and pleading with adults in their 

homes to read yet another Bible story-- “Just one more, Mommy!”  Most special of all is 

that someone in this church-- maybe YOU-- committed yourself to pray for one of those 

little children every day, asking God’s grace and protection for that precious child of God.  

How wonderful is THAT, Socastee?  The Missions Committee thanks you and wishes you a 

Merry Christmas!  
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 January Birthdays             

Johnny Collins  1 

Shirley Leigh  1 

Scotty Singleton  1  

Brian Tessenear  2 

Mitchell Strickland 4 

Susie Bartlett  5 

Linda Bobo  5 

Ann Bulda  5 

Patrick Killian  6 

Ina Squires  6 

William Smith, Iv 7 

Grant Costner  9 

William Golder  9 

Travis Collins  10 

Maddie Tucker  10 

Beth Douglas  12 

Gayle Schroder  12 

John Jordan  13 

Kurt McPherson 13 

Mary Lou Smith  13 

Hannah Hall  14 

Stacey Majors  16 

Allen Cooper  17 

Jude Nininger  17 

Doris Singleton  17 

David Harmon  18 

Mike Moyers  18 

Diana Petrick  19 

Annette Pollard  19 

Rene Smith  19 

Caitlin Jurasko  20 

Nicholas Jurasko 20 

Tom Crickmore  21 

John Gindek  21 

Donald Nyser  22 

Kandy Rogers  22 

Heather Jurasko 23 

Scott Terrell  23 

Bo Turbeville  23 

David Smith  24 

Sharon Vining  24 

Rose Bobo  25 

Wendell Vozar  25 

James Fry  26 

Ava Finn  28 

Jenny Lecroy  28 

Lee Smith  28 

Margie Hewitt  30 

Leslie Smith  30 

Hugh Cooper  31 

Russell Fry  31 

David Geddings  31 

Sharon Scott  31 

 

January Anniversaries 
 

Ed & Diane Martin 17 

Tom & Sally Crickmore 20 

Bill & Jackie Donevant 22 

Stuart & Ann Spangler 22 

Lanny & Kim Ard 24 

Jonnie & Gloria Frazier 27 

Bob & Doris Wolford 28 

 

 

February Birthday’s 
JJ  Robertson  1 
Ann Spangler  1 
Dale Willoughby 1 
Wade Zachary  3 
Dana Harmon  4 
Andrea Higgins  5 
Wayne Rogers  5 
Ava Sherman  7 
Joyice Waters  8 
Mike Whitworth 10 
Donna Bryant  11 
Suzanne Grzeszkowiak 11 
Dorothy Froelich 12 
Brady Parker  13 
Tannon Turbeville 16 
Ron Winson  16 
Ivey Costner  17 
Alyssa Gollie  17 
Mary Koch  17 

    
Jackson Petrick 18 

Bob Bulda 19 

Sharyn Vadimski 19 

Emery Bullock 21 

Jo Burdock 21 

Irene Glock 21 

Paul R. Silvis 21 

Brooke Ward 21 

Janice Manen 22 

Jean Page 22 

Branden Bellamy 23 

John Stegall 24 

Logan Singleton 25 

Connie Wine 25 

Kelsey Gollie 27 

Kim Ard 28 

Lori Grbich 28 

          February Anniversaries 

 David & Leigh Smith 5 

Steve & Tina Shuppy 12 

John & Trudie Bealer 14 

Bob & Emily Michael 14 

Bob & Diane Santee 14 

Richard & Mary Graham 19 
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March Birthday’s 
Sharon Beckham 1 

Pat Boyson  1 

Cheryl Hinson  1 

Gene Kipe  1 

Reggie McCoy-Noce 2 

Tony Hudson  3 

Jackson Love  3 

Bonnie Fortin  5 

Amber Redding  5 

Kim Quiggle  7 

Carol Vozar  7 

Jacob Livingston 9 

Patty Merritt  9 

Amanda Musgrave 9 

Dustin Ewald  10 

Doris Harris  10 

Saundra Stegall  10 

Nancy Edwards  11 

Pam Taylor  11 

Harriet Witten  11 

John Patton  13 

Brittany Hall  17 

Emma Thompson 17 

Megan Turbeville 17 

Fay Hayden  18 

Anthony Hudson 18 

Jackie Singleton  18 

Susan Williamson 19 

Mark Hanselman 20 

David Rohrer  20 

Brycen Bellamy  21 

Kathy Harmon  22 

Terry Jenkinson  23 

Teresa Turbeville 23 

Jean Haselden  24 

 Jodi Livingston  24 

John Bealer  26 

Trenton Turbeville 26 

Charles Whaley  28 

Jennifer Fortune 29 

Diane Santee  29 

Keri Geddings  30 

Wayne Willoughby 30 

 

March Anniversaries 
Kurt & Lillie McPherson  8 

Ed  &  Elaine Wilbraham  15 

Doug & Sharon Vining  19 

Johnny & Ina Squires  21 

Tom King & Alice Stewart 22 

Michael & Irene Hanselman 23 

Reggie McCoy-Noce  24 

Allen & Kristen Cooper  28 

Andrew & Andrea Higgins 30 

Garnet & Dorothy Ferguson 31 

 
 

 

2021 Altar Flowers 

The altar flower chart for 2021 is now in the narthex.  Sign up for a Sunday to donate 

flowers to the glory of God and in celebration or memory of a loved one.   

 

 

To my wonderful church family and friends,  

Thank you so very much for all your prayers, kindnesses, running errands, bringing 
groceries, and even food for Dave while I've been going through cancer treatment 
and recovery.  Thank you for your loving cards and notes, which always seemed to 
arrive on a day when they were most needed.  Some of you took me to appoint-
ments and that meant so much.  Your calls were wonderful, every single one.  Pastor 
Kurt's emails were always an encouragement to me.  Some have sent beautiful gifts, 
which amazed me. Still more recovery time ahead, but God has blessed me with one 
answered prayer after another.  Missing seeing you all.  Hoping to get to church again soon, but am with you 
when I watch it online.  May God bless you with a Merry Christmas and hope for the New Year.  In Christian Love, 
Sue Ewald  
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Richard and Mary Ann Graham 

Richard and Mary Ann 
Graham joined SUMC 
on Sept 27.  

Richard is originally 
from Pennsylvania 
and Mary Ann from 
Tennessee. 

He is currently retired 
but worked in the 
brick manufacturing 
business. 

Mary Ann is currently 
working as a realtor. 

They've lived in the Myrtle Beach area since 2004. 

Richard and Mary Ann have been married seven 
years. He has four children, nine grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Mary Ann has no children 

Their interests are golf and travel.  They are both life
-long Methodists.  And they both "love life, and love 
God"!!! 

 

 
Rachel Kilpatrick 
 
Rachel was born and 
raised in North  
Carolina.  After her mar-
riage, she and her hus-
band lived in Louisiana 
and in Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fl.  They moved to Myrtle 
Beach from Ft. Lauderdale 
in 1986 with one of her 
daughters who suffers 
severely from asthma and 
for whom Rachel current-
ly provides care.  An added bonus was to be closer 
to her parents in North Carolina so that she could 
spend time with them.  Rachel's husband passed 
away about 16 years ago. 

 

 

She has four children, three daughters and a 
son.  And she has three grandsons and one 
great-grandson. 
 

Rachel worked for Olan Mills in sales several times 
over the years, primarily in the summer.  She also 
ran the gift shop at Crown Reef Hotel in Myrtle 
Beach and retired from there 13 years ago.  
 

Rachel loves meditating on the beach.  She loves 
music and also singing.  Another favorite is 
reading, especially the Bible. 
 
 
Ann Bevin  

Ann is from Stroudsburg,  

Pennsylvania in the Poconos ar-
ea.  She was a realtor, barn own-
er, and a riding instructor.  She 
moved to the Myrtle Beach area 
a year ago living in Conway next 
to CCU.   

 

Ann has a son and a daughter-in-
law. 

Her hobbies are the choir, horses, golf, and being a 
Steelers football enthusiast.  She also has a Com-
mercial Pilot's license, though it is not active.   

 Ann is a member of our choir and currently resides 
with her brother, Cliff Hunt, also a choir member. 

 


