
SOCASTEE UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH REOPENING GUIDELINES 

 
Dear Members and Friends of Socastee United Methodist Church, 
 
As you are all aware, Socastee UMC has been closed to in-person worship ser-
vices since late March due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  During this time, we 
hope that you have remained healthy and have been able to stay in touch with 
your families and friends. 
 
Recently, Governor McMaster announced the AccelerateSC Guidelines for Pre-
paring to Reopen Faith-Based Organizations which began on Friday, May 22, at 
5:00 PM.  In conjunction with Bishop Holston’s Reset/Restart/Renew Guidelines, Socastee UMC is planning to reo-
pen it’s doors to parishioners on June 14. 
 
In preparation the Worship Committee and other church leaders developed the following guidelines using the most 
recent CDC, AccelerateSC and Reset/Restart/Renew guidelines as resources.  These procedures may be changed or 
modified as situations change or as we move into a new phase of the State’s reopening plan.  Under these guide-
lines, the church service will be conducted very differently than you are accustomed.   
 
Guidelines for Worship at Socastee United Methodist Church Reopening:  
 
SUMC will reopen for in-person worship on Sunday, June 14.  Below are the procedures we will use until it is 
deemed safe to return to our regular services.  The Sanctuary will be used for Sunday service as follows: 
 
 Service 9:00 – 9:45 AM for last names A thru L using even numbered pews. 
 Sunday School Classes will meet 10:00 – 10:30 AM. 
 Service 10:45 – 11:30 AM for last names M thru Z using odd numbered pews. 
 We will offer communion at both morning services on June 14.  Individual Communion packets and bulletins will 

be available at the entrances when you arrive.   
 Vespers will resume in the 1875 Sanctuary on June 14 at 4:30 PM as well. 

 
Sunday School classes can meet in the following rooms while maintaining social distancing guidelines: 

 Covenant Keepers in the New Choir Room 
 John Wesley in the Fellowship Hall 
 Aldersgate in the Old Sanctuary 
 Sara Page Cooper in the Old Choir Room or Fellowship Hall Room 105 
 Children’s Sunday School is suspended for 2 weeks starting June 14, but children may attend Sunday School with 

parents. 
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CHURCH GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP BEGINNING JUNE 14, 2020 

 Childcare/Nursery is suspended temporarily until further notice. 
 

We will maintain compliance with the most current SC State and CDC guidelines for social dis-
tancing which currently includes: 
 
 Families may sit together, but maintain a 6-foot distancing from others.  All other parishioners 

should also maintain a 6-foot distancing from others. 
 Separate pews will be used for each service – even pews for the first service and odd pews for sec-

ond service.  Pews not in use will be blocked off.  
 After the service, please remain seated until an usher directs your row to exit the building. 
 Handicap access will continue thru the back doors with the ramp. 
 Masks are recommended, but not required and sanitizer will be available.  There will be a limited 

amount of masks available.  If you take one, please take it home with you. 
 No singing of hymns or reciting of other oral responses will be done at this time. 
 Tithing envelopes, offerings, and coins of change should be dropped off in designated baskets 

at the front or sides before or after service. 
 Children’s Time will remain, but children will need to remain in the pews with their parents.  The 

children may stand in the pews during Children’s Time only. 
 No Passing of the Peace. 
 The pastor, crucifer, and acolyte will process in at the opening of service, but will not recess out at 

the end of service. 
 We will continue to post the sermon on-line and possibly other selected portions of the service. 
 Doorknobs, handles, and rear bathroom in the sanctuary will be wiped down prior to each service. 
 Ushers will keep other contact areas wiped down as is feasible. 
 

While we hope to see everyone back at church when we reopen, we understand that some members of 
the congregation may not be ready to return to a group setting.  We will continue to hold you in our 
prayers and are looking forward to the day when we can all worship our Lord and Savior together! 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 843-650-3373 or email me at kamcpherson@umcsc.org. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Kurt 

 

 

Jonah Livingston will be graduating from Socastee High School this year.  

Brittany Hall graduated from Coastal Carolina University with a Bachelor of Sci-

ence Degree in Business Administration with an Accounting major and a Mar-

keting minor.  She graduated cum laude.  In the fall she will be continuing her ed-

ucation in the Master of Business Administration (MBA) program with a commer-

cial and investment real estate concentration. 

Hannah Hall will be graduating from Socastee High School with honors in 

June.  She will be going to Coastal Carolina University  in the fall to study elementary education.  She is a Teach-

ing Fellow at Coastal Carolina University.   

PJ McPherson will be graduating summa cum laude from Socastee High School in June.  He will be attending 

Wake Forest University in the fall to study chemistry. 

2020 SUMC GRADUATES 
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LOOKING OUT DEE’S WINDOW 

Dee Horton 

“For I know the plans I have for you” says the Lord.  “They are plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11 NLT)  These are certainly com-
forting words, aren’t they?  They are words that we can call upon during this time of fear, 
uncertainty, and anxiety.  God does want us to have a future and hope. 
 
Isn’t it amazing how quickly things can change?  Ask anyone who has been in an automobile 
accident.  Ask anyone who has been diagnosed with a terminal illness.   Ask anyone who has been laid off from their job.  Now the 
whole world knows this since the advent of the coronavirus pandemic.  We had been living our lives as usual, and then, seemingly 
out of nowhere this virus comes roaring, without mercy, into our lives.  Everything came to a screeching halt when the brakes 
were applied and life changed almost overnight. 
 
With so much downtime, there are several things I’ve noticed during this period.  First, there seems to be an inverse relationship 
between the amount of time I have to do things (like projects I’ve put off doing) and the motivation I have to do them!  There 
have been so many days when I just haven’t felt motivated to do anything at all.  While there have been more of them than not, I 
have managed to do some things that gave me a sense of accomplishment – cleaning and purging things from my closet, reorgan-
izing my office, and getting all the windows on the outside and inside of the house done. (Lee gets most of the credit for that, but 
I did help.) 
 
I’ve also noticed that the creatures in our yard that bring us so much enjoyment appear to be totally unaffected by what is going 
on in the world.  The bluebirds had two babies during this time and they have been busy doing what parents do – feeding them, 
watching them attempt their first flights, and enjoying the birdbath.  The turtles gather close to our yard around 2:00 PM or so 
every day, anxiously waiting for Lee to feed them, although that has become a bit more complicated by the 10-12 foot alligator 
which has taken up residence in the pond.  If he’s anywhere nearby, Lee won’t even attempt it.  We have four squirrels who act 
like they’re manic – they ravage the bird feeders doing their amazing acrobatics and stunts.  Then they run around the yard like 
they’re high on something, but they sure are fun to watch. We’ve also been graced by a pair of mallards who come visit us every 
afternoon.  It is very comforting to see that all these creatures are behaving as they normally would.  
 
This is a very trying time, to be sure.  Being captive in your own house, while it is a great place to be, just isn’t “normal”, is it? And 
there’s a huge element of fear for many of us, because of age and medical issues.  But never in my wildest dreams did I imagine 
that toilet paper would be held in such high “esteem” and demand!  I’m sure that down to each and every one of us who are 
members of SUMC, we would count not being able to go to church among the greatest of all our difficulties during this time.  Not 
being able to see, gather, or hug our church family has been very, very hard.  We were created to be with others; the isolation has 
been difficult. 
 
But there have been many blessings during this time too!  I’m thankful to be living at a time where technology allows us to 
Facetime, Skype, and Zoom.  What a blessing to have been able to still have our church services each Sunday, albeit in a very 
different way.  When I have heard from friends and church family during this time, it has made me appreciate them even more.  
Another blessing is that you learn just how solid your relationship with your spouse really is.  Lee and I are very much involved in 
different things, often at different times.  The 24/7 togetherness has shown us why we were drawn together in the first place and 
has given us this time together.     
 
This is a time for us to sit back and take stock of what is really important in life. It’s a time for us to deepen our relationship with 
God through Jesus, and most certainly a time to improve our prayer lives.   It’s a time to reflect on the importance of family and 
friends.  It’s a time to focus on all the good that is taking place in the world – the acts of kindness being shown by people for other 
people.  Lee and I have been blessed by two very special neighbors who have gone to the grocery store for us so many times. We 
just can’t thank them enough. 
 
My heart aches for all who have suffered and died during this period, and for their family members, many of whom could not be 
with them when they passed.  This has been a time of trial, separation, anxiety, and fear, but also a time when we have learned 
some things about ourselves.  And during this time, and whatever comes next, let’s not forget that God IS with us, and He wants 
the best for us. 
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 July Birthdays                   July Anniversaries 

Betty Dwy  3 

Coral Kipe  3 

Lyndsay Musgrave 3 

Iris Montero  4 

Eric Grzeszkowiak 5 

Dot McCracken  5 

H. Lee Horton  7 

Don Moore  7 

Kerri Bennett  8 

Charles Hudson  8 

Renee Schuck  8 

Tyler Crislip  9 

Abby Donevant  9 

Christina Rogers 10 

Katrina Barton  11 

Carly Hall  11 

Vivian Garcia  12 

Becky Hyre  12 

Alice Dunn  13 

Bob Bobo  15 

Barbara Harter  15 

Jan Terrell  15 

Hartley Ambrose 17 

Susan Gortney  17 

Peggy Inman  18 

Retta Lively  18 

Dan Meldrom  18 

Greg Rogers  18 

Gloria Frazier  19 

Jackie LeCroy  19 

Chesson Ambrose 20 

Lauren Owens  20 

Jaime Bulda  22 

Scott Williamson 22 

Ashleigh Harmon 25 

John Hinson  27 

Johnny Livingston 27 

Mickie Singleton 27 

Carlos Manen  28 

Gregory Thompson 28 

Ed Wilbraham  28 

Raymond Harter 30 

Noah Nininger  31 

 

Scotty & Cheyenne Singleton 1 

John & Cheryl Hinson  4 

John & Saundra Stegall  4 

Bob & Sharon Scott  5 

Alan & Mary Koch  9 

Carnice & Terri Lambert  9 

Bo & Mary Turbeville  14 

Rich & Joanne Ryals  18 

Bill & Misty Singleton  27 

Chuck & Peggy Muravnick 28 

Jim & Neal Smith  28 

 

 

 

  

 

 

August Birthdays 
Olin Cooper  2 

Tina Doud-Kearns 2 

Bob Santee  2 

Martha Strickland 2 

Bob Michael  3 

Michael Hanselman 4 

Jordyn Heilman  6 

Tammi Ward  6 

Betty Walsh  8 

Mike White  9 

Gary Himstedt  10 

Pam Moyers  10 

Jim Smith  12 

Pat Hall   13 

Hunter Higgins  15 

Kathy Sitkowski  17 

Janet Fincher  20 

 

 

 

Pamela Doharty  21 

Sandy Putnam  21 

Norm Wiley  22 

Katie Collins  23 

Riley McNally  24 

John Nolan  25 

Joni Ruff  25 

Joanne Ryals  25 

Ellie Grace Turbeville 26 

Taylor Turbeville 26 

Alex Beltran  27 

Chuck McMinn  27 

Mark Terrell  27 

Jon Bohannon  28 

Lanny Lewin  28 

Judy Majors  29 

Chase Poplin  31 

 

August Anniversaries 
Don & Trish Layton  5 

Gregory & Bonnie Rosenberger 6 

Lee & Dee Horton  9 

Don & Gleora Jones  10 

Scott & Jean Hover  11 

Ronald & Linda Peterson 21 

Leo & Doris Troy  22 

Dan & Charlotte Weinfurther 22 

Don & Jean Bates  23 

Jerry & Charlotte Loiselle 23 

Jim & Harriet Witten  23 

Johnny & Jodi Livingston 26 

Richard & Melissa Ward  28 

Greg & Kandy Rogers  30 
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September Birthdays 
Nichole Rogers  1 

Matt Tucker  2 

Alena Sitkowski  3 

Charlotte Weinfurther 3 

Bev Boyson  6 

Ryan Harter  8 

Trish Layton  9 

Susan Posey  9 

Sandi Poplin  10 

Bill Singleton  11 

Rachael Harter  12 

Karen Jakubek  14 

Janet McGrew  14 

Lynn Petrick  14 

Joyce Silvis  15 

Mary Wilson  15 

Harry Miller  16 

Alice Stewart  17 

Melanie Vining  17 

Roy Bennett  18 

Jenna Livingston 18 

Joyce Robertson 18 

Beryl Moore  19 

Shirley Ritchey  19 

Phillip Bennett  20 

Christopher Waters 21 

Jackie Donevant 23 

Natalie Harmon  23 

Mike Redding  23 

Misty Singleton  23 

Will Zachary  23 

Blake Smith  24 

Lauren E. Higgins 25 

Kala Peterson  25 

Jack Robertson  26 

Hannah Tessenear 26 

Jacob Weaver [Finch] 26 

Bruce Smith  27 

Ernestine Stevens 27 

Butch Williamson 27 

Debbie England  28 

Pam Nettleton  28 

Cynthia White (Ratliff) 28 

Catherine Cyganiewicz 29 

Lois Hormell  29 

Beverly Moretz  29 

Tom Chandler  30 

 

 

 

September Anniversaries 
David & Sue Ewald  6 

Jim & Susan Finch  7 

Lee & Shirley Ritchey  10 

Gene & Coral Kipe  15 

Charles & Judy Hudson  19 

Ronald & Josephine Schloesser 29 

 
 

 
Betty Dwy 

Betty joined our church on March 15.  She has lived in the Myrtle Beach area for 
four years, having moved here from Georgia.  She retired from nursing after 46 
years and having the great opportunity to live in multiple settings.  She has three 
children who live in North Carolina. 

Betty joined the Stitchers last April and has found it to be very rewarding as that is 
her favorite hobby. 

In her own words, Betty says she is thankful to have joined SUMC with great fellow-
ship and spiritual encouragement. 

 

NEW MEMBER 



Finance Committee   

The committee is comprised of a Chairperson, the Pastor, Lay Leader, Lay Member of Annual Conference, Chair of Ad-
ministrative Council, Chair of Staff Parish Relations Committee, Chair of Stewardship, a representative of the Trustees, 
Financial Secretary, and the Treasurer.  Other members may be added as the Charge Conference may determine. 

Among the Committee's responsibilities are: 

          1. giving stewardship of financial resources as the priority throughout the year 

          2. designating at least two people (not of the immediate family residing in the same household) to count the  
offering and who will work under the supervision of the Finance Secretary.  A record of all funds received will 
be given to the Finance Secretary and the Treasurer. 

          3. ensuring that the Church Treasurer distributes all money contributed to causes represented in the church  
budget.  The Church Treasurer will make regular and detailed reports to the Finance Committee and Church 
Council. 

          4.  establishing written financial policies to document the internal controls of the church 

        5. making provision for an annual audit of the financial statements of the local church and all its organizations 
and accounts, and making a full and complete report to Annual Charge Conference 

          6.  recommending to the Church Council proper depositories for the church's funds 

          7,  promptly forwarding contributions designated for specific causes and objects according to the intent of the 
donor and not using them for any other purpose 

          8.  preparing an annual report to the Church Council of all designated funds that are separate from the current 
expense budget 

 

 

 

 

It's hard to believe that it has been over five years since I first started doing health alerts!!!  While the news is 

not always good, I believe it is important to know what ills our congregation and their families are facing so that 

we may all pray for them. 

 

At the time we first set this up, we established ground rules and I think it might be helpful to share them again. 

Those who we will send notices out for are as follows: 

                  members and their spouses 

                  children of members 

                  parents of members 

                  grandparents of members 

                  siblings of members 

For anyone who falls outside of this list and once we are back to our worship services again, you may fill out 

one of the yellow pew cards to place in the offering plate and at the Prayer and Praise service and that person 

will be prayed for. 

 

Dee Horton 
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Health Alerts 


