
 
Kurt’s Corner 
 
Easter is coming! Easter is coming and will be here before we know it!  

You may not have noticed, but several groups around the church are already getting 

ready for Easter. The Covenant Keepers Sunday School class has begun studying the 

last week of Jesus’ life. The Aldersgate Sunday School class and the Thursday morning 

Bible study are both examining the last words of Jesus. The Women’s Tuesday after-

noon Bible study is also doing a focused study on Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. If 

you join the Vespers group on Sunday evening, you will find them looking at Matthew’s 

gospel account of the last week of Jesus’ life leading up to the crucifixion and resurrec-

tion. 

Easter is coming and we will once again be able to worship in person this year. Can I get a hallelujah or an amen? Holy Week will 

see us celebrate Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, an Easter Egg Hunt, and three Easter morning services (7:00 AM, 9:00 AM, and 

11:00 AM). It is going to be great to worship together amongst the gorgeous lilies, hear beautiful music sung and played, and 

listen to the resurrection story being read aloud and proclaimed. What a glorious time it will be! 

Easter is coming and it will be great to be together once again and proclaim, “He is risen! He is risen indeed!” 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kurt 
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LOOKING OUT DEE’S WINDOW— Dee Horton 

  

Proverbs 22:6   "Teach your children to choose the right path and when they are 
older, they will remain upon it.”  (NLT) 

A few months ago, I vowed to count my blessings and think of something posi-
tive to counterbalance the negative thoughts I had been having from the pan-
demic.  Recently, I had the occasion to do that in a different, but, for me, signifi-
cant way. 

Aunt Ruth, my last relative and one who I loved a great deal, passed away over 
two years ago and I needed to get rid of paperwork belonging to her and my uncle.  Also, I had found some old photo-
graphs that needed to be sorted.   As I was throwing papers away, I suddenly felt that I was wiping away their history 
because the papers reflected decisions made and actions taken during their 63 years together.  I was soon flooded 
with emotions ranging from intense sadness and loss to a great sense of gratitude.  During that process, it led me to 
reflect on how each of my family members helped shape who I have become. 

My great-grandmother, Grandmom Townsend, was a pillar of strength (having been left to raise a 5 and 3 year old 
after her husband died, and not having any real skills). She was loving, a great teacher of right and wrong, and a faith-
ful follower of God.  My favorite memory is of her pouring over her Bible with her tiny fingers turning the pages.  I can 
still see her wedding ring, so tiny, on her left hand.  That ring now resides on my much-beloved charm bracelet.  She 
obviously passed on her love for the Lord to my grandmother, Mom Mom, who was one of God's greatest ser-
vants.  From the time I was able to talk, Mom Mom exposed me to the Bible through her ability to quote Scripture so 
easily and for reading it to me. A faithful churchgoer she ensured that I went also.  Her dream of being a nurse was 
not to be, but she certainly found ways to care for others, particularly the sick.  Pots of soup, cornbread, and other 
goodies were often taken to those in need.  She once took in a distant cousin to care for him for several months while 
he recuperated from an illness.  The caregiver who had taken care of Grandmom lived with us long after Grandmom's 
death.  Because I lived with her and Granddad off and on during my childhood, Mom Mom and I were extremely 
close.  I don't think there's anything she wouldn't have done for me and she proved it time and again.  One example, 
though, is a standout for me. I was in my 30's and going through a very difficult time.  She drove for hours to give me a 
hug because she "sensed" that I needed her.  She was so right and I will never forget seeing her car pull up in my 
driveway.  I went flying to the door and just dissolved in tears as she hugged me. In addition to my spiritual founda-
tion, she taught me to genuinely care for other people, and that just like God's love, hers had no bounds. 

My Granddad wasn't well educated, but you couldn't find a kinder, more principled, honorable, honest, and God-
fearing person.  And just like Mom Mom, he loved me immensely.  Of course, I was the only grandchild!  I learned a 
lot about humility from him, as well as how to treat others.  But I cannot forget the wonderful gift he gave me when I 
was about 8 or 9. He showed his love for me by building me a one-room playhouse that was about 25+ feet high, com-
plete with a shingled roof, a window, and a small porch!  I loved that playhouse and spent a lot of time in there, hav-
ing tea parties and entertaining my friends.   I knew that his love for me was in every nail he drove.  Anecdotally, dur-
ing my sorting through the photos, I found a letter that Granddad had written to my mother dated December 28, 
1946.  His love for her and for me was evident in every word he wrote. 

 

My mother, Eunice, died when I was 17.   But during that limited time, I saw her as one of the strongest, most resilient 
women I've met.  She had been dealt several difficult blows in her life, most having to do with my father's lack of re-
sponsibility and commitment, but each time she went down, she got back up again, and without bitterness.  She was 
loving and kind and taught me that no matter how bad the circumstances, you must keep moving forward.  While not 
always a churchgoer, she was most certainly a believer and lived a life that had to be pleasing to God.  One of her pri-
mary goals was that I finish high school because she had not, but sadly she died three months before I graduated.  I 
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know that she was watching and was happy; I think she was probably blown away when I got my college degree. 

Aunt Ruth and Uncle Charlie - it's hard to think about one without the other. 
They were married for 63 years and did everything together.  I was the impish 
flower girl in their wedding who tore her dress and messed up her hair. I re-
member several summers when they would come from Baltimore to Salisbury, 
Maryland to take me back with them for a week. Talk about being 
spoiled! They'd allow me to watch tv and even bring me my meals so that I 
wouldn't have to miss what I was watching.  After graduation, they helped with 
my employment at  Social Security Administration where they worked.  So, I 
moved to Baltimore and lived with them almost two years.  They would not ac-
cept one penny for rent!  Opening their home to an 18 year old with some baggage must have been a challenge but 
they managed beautifully.  They retired and moved to Florida and after we moved to South Carolina, they ended up 
moving here as well.  They were having health issues and we felt it was a good move.  That is when my uncle became 
"Uncle Dad”  for he had been a constant presence in my life and in many ways was more of a dad than my fa-
ther.  After “Uncle Dad” died, I essentially became Aunt Ruth's  caregiver for 7 years.  Over the years they showed me 
what selfless love was.  They showed me what a good marriage looks like.  They showed me that you always try to 
treat people with dignity and respect, and they showed me that they would have made wonderful parents! 

Little did I know that day I began sorting papers and pictures, that it would lead to all of these memories.  But it was 
good for me, cathartic.  I am blessed to have had  my spiritual foundation laid very early on and even though I didn't 
attend church for a time in my 20's, I found my way back.  My relationship with God and being a part of a church fami-
ly is extremely important to me.  I am sure that each of us has people that we can thank for guiding us through life, in 
general, and also from a spiritual standpoint.  I'd encourage you to take the time to do that, if they are living, because 
they need to know what an impact they made.  I didn't do it and I'm sorry.  Each of my family knew how much I loved 
them, but I didn't thank them for how they helped shape me.  God has blessed us all in so many ways and He has 
placed people in our lives who have loved us and taught us well.  Thanks be to them and to our God who loves us un-
ceasingly. 

 

How Our Church Works—Dee Horton  

Charge Conference  

Just what is a Charge Conference?   A charge is the basic unit of the connectional church under the appointment of a senior pas-

tor.  In most cases, like Socastee UMC, only one congregation is included in each charge.  But in other cases, there may be two or 

more congregations per senior pastor.   

The first meaning of the term Charge Conference refers to the members of the Church Councils or equivalent bodies of each con-

gregation of a particular charge.  In our case, the Administrative Council is the equivalent body.  Charge Conferences also include 

any retired clergy or diaconal ministers of the congregations. 

The second meaning of Charge Conference refers to the annual meeting of said Charge Conference.  Charge Conferences are al-

ways presided over by the District Superintendent unless the DS has authorized an ordained elder to be the presider.  

According to The Discipline (the United Methodist rule book), “the primary responsibility of the Charge Conference in the annual 

meeting shall be to review and evaluate the total mission and ministry of the church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and 

goals recommended by the Church Council that are in keeping with the objectives of the United Methodist Church (par. 247.3)”  

This also includes assuring adherence to UM doctrinal standards and social principles. This meeting includes the election of lead-

ers of the local congregation; examination and recommendation of all clergy or church-related vocations candidates, lay minis-

ters, lay servants and speakers; the setting of compensation of all clergy appointed to the charge; receiving a membership report 

from the senior pastor; and any other responsibilities designated by the General, jurisdictional, or annual conferences.  Special 

called sessions of the Charge Conference may also be held during the year to address specific needs of the charge.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

March 28: 10:00 AM Palm Sunday and Presentation of 
   Palms 
April 1:         7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service with  
                 Communion 
April 2:      10:00 AM Good Friday Service 
April 4:        7:00 AM Sunrise Service (please bring a  
   lawn chair if able) 
       9:00 AM Easter Morning Worship 
     11:00 AM Easter Morning Worship 
To get an idea of how many people we can expect at the 

9:00 AM and 11:00 AM Easter Morning Services, we will 

be requesting people to sign up through Realm or contact 

the Church Office.   We will also be posting the 9:00 AM 

Easter service on YouTube for those who wish to watch 

from home.  

Sunday School 

On Sunday mornings there are four 
adult Sunday School classes availa-
ble.   

 
Aldersgate meets in the 1875 Sanctuary at 8:45 AM. 
 

The Sarah Page Cooper class meets at 8:45 AM  in Room 
105 in the Fellowship Hall. 

The John Wesley class meets at 8:45 AM in the John 
Wesley Room.  

The Covenant Keepers meet at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship 
Hall.  

All classes are open to everyone and each class would 
welcome you as a new participant.  

Children’s Sunday School is currently not meeting due to 

Covid.   

 

 

 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Our Sunday morning service is 

a traditional service with 

hymns, bible reading, prayer, 

and a sermon.  It is held each 

Sunday morning at 10:00 AM 

in the main Sanctuary. 

 

Sunday Evening Prayer And Praise Service 

Our evening Prayer and Praise ser-

vice is held each Sunday at 4:00 

PM in the 1875 Sanctuary.  Join us 

for singing, praying for others, and 

Bible Study. 

 

 

 United Methodist Men (UMM) 

The UMM meet on the third  

Tuesday of each month (except July, 

August, and December) at 6:30 PM in 

the Fellowship Hall.  All men of the 

church are welcome to attend.  

 

Hope Circle (UMW) 

Hope Circle (UMW) meetings are held 

in the Fellowship Hall, Room 105, at 

12:30 PM on the first Wednesday of 

each month for a snack, fellowship, and 

a meeting.  

 

Bible Study 

Join us on Thursday mornings 

for Bible study led by Pastor 

Kurt.  The group meets at 10:30 

AM in the 1875 Sanctuary.  All 

are welcome. 

Women’s Bible Study meets on 

Tuesday afternoon at 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Easter Fest "Eggstravaganza"! 

Make plans with the kids and grandkids!  Socastee Methodist will host an Easter Festival on Sat-
urday, April 3, 10 AM to 12:00 PM.  The children can play or enjoy the playground, adults can try 
their hand at cornhole or go for prizes inside at trivia.   The Easter Bunny is scheduled to appear, 
if you'd like to snap a picture with the kids or yourself, if you're a kid at heart!  The BIG EVENT -
an Easter Egg Hunt, will be at 11:00 AM in 3 age-appropriate sections.  Then we'll have sweet 
baked treats to enjoy on site or take home.  It's sure to be a fun time, so make plans and mark 
your calendars. 

What: Easter Fest "Eggstravaganza" 

When:  Saturday, April 3, 10-12  (Easter Egg Hunt at 11:00 AM) 

Where: Socastee United Methodist grounds 

 

Christian Education Opportunities 

There are a number of opportunities for Christian Education at SUMC. There are four Sunday School Classes, a 
Thursday morning Bible Study, and a Tuesday afternoon Women’s Bible Study. 

There are a number of reasons for attending one or more of these opportunities. Learning more about the Bible 
and what it says is important for our Christian growth. Learning more about our church helps us to more complete-
ly be a part of it. Sharing ideas helps us grow in many ways. And socializing with people who want to improve their 
faith is a way to strengthen our own.  

Come join us for one or more of these opportunities.  

HOPE CIRCLE NEWS 

Due to the Covid 19 Virus the Hope Circle has been inactive for several months.  Now that the vaccine for the virus 

has been made available, hopefully things will return to normal soon. 

Our yard sale last year had to be cancelled twice due to the virus.  During that time, we accu-

mulated many donations which are stored in the Old Sanctuary.  We are now planning to have 

a ONE DAY ONLY YARD SALE outside in the parking lot in front of the 1876 Sanctuary in April.  

We are unable to take any new donations . This sale is primarily just to get rid of the things 

that we have stored for over a year.   

The date of the sale will be April 10 (with a rain date of April 17) from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM. 

In the fall we plan to do something new and different in lieu of a yard sale.  We are looking into possibilities. 

We always welcome new members. Our meetings take place the first Wednesday of every month, except June, 

July, and August.  The dates and times are posted in the church bulletin.   For more information call Marie 

Zakrzewski 843-855-1000. 

 

Just a heads up that Dee Horton will be selling Attraction Books this summer 
for next year.  The funds gained from this fundraiser will help in paying 
down the Fellowship Hall debt. 

Please keep this in mind so that you can support us in this worthwhile effort! 
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 April Birthdays             

Georgia O'Connor 1 

Doris Wolford  1 

Dan Bennett  3 

Shirley Mullen  3 

Coy Waters  4 

Virginia Miller  5 

Bailey Smith  9 

Carole Williamson 9 

Kelli Terrell  10 

Robert Jablonski 11 

Graceson Allen  13 

Alexa Mueller  13 

Roger Kennedy  14 

Caitlin Shuppy  14 

Margaret Hudson 15 

Cliff Hunt  15 

Jane Ammons  17 

Gene Posey  17 

Carol Sullivan  17 

Ashley Jenkinson 18 

Lynda Neveu  18 

Brad Reynolds  18 

Marilyn Burch  19 

Tony Lowe  19 

Pam Timms  19 

Jessica Finch  22 

Dan Weinfurther 23 

Dale Faulkner  25 

Pete McNally  25 

Don Jones  26 

Kristen Cooper  27 

Dorothy Ferguson 27 

Bob Scott  28 

Anistyn Woessner 28 

Henrietta Martin 29 

Susan Finch  30 

Gregory Rosenberger 30 

Tim Zachary  30 

 

 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 
David & Keri Geddings  1 

Sam & Gaye Cox  5 

Ronald & Patricia Campbell 7 

James Flowers & Stacey Majors 8 

Wayne & Dale Willoughby 11 

Don & Beryl Moore  15 

Chesson & Amanda Ambrose 16 

Pat & Cindy Hall   16 

Nelson & Susie Bartlett  20 

Jay & Kim Quiggle  20 

Ron & Vicky Winson  20 

Pat & Bev Boyson  21 

Dan & Kerri Bennett  23 

Walt & Rene Smith  23 

Scott & Kelli Terrell  23 

Chuck & Chris McMinn  24 

Rich & Sharyn Vadimski  26 

 

 

 

May Birthday’s   

 Joan Davidson  1 
Cindy Hall  1 
Greg Musgrave  2 
Mildred Pyle  2 
Jay Barton  3 
Beth Morgan  3 
Gwen Owens  3 
Betty White  3 
Mary Turbeville  4 
Rianna Kearns  5 
Delbert Leigh  6 
Kylie Thomas  6 
Riley Bullock  7 
Chip Smith  7 
Dee Fields  8 
Jonnie Frazier  8 
David Hardee  9 
Andrew Higgins  9 
Avery Hines  9  

Dianna LeBlanc  9 
Lauren Shuppy  9 
Emily Michael  11 
Leo Troy  13 
Jordan Flowers  15 
Christine Gorman 16 
Adrianna Wright 17 
Brian Gause  18 
Allison Dunn  19 
Ruth Berckart  20 
Grayson Gollie  21 
Carly Thompson 21 
Betsey Costner  23 
Devin Thomas  24 
Vicki Jenkinson  25 
Debra Mitoraj  25 
Randy Petrick  26 
Amelia Williamson 26 
Irene Hanselman 27 
Richard Culberson 28 

Carolyn Jurasko   28 
Jim Witten   28 
Bill Haselden   29 
Walt Smith   30 
Elaine Zachary   30 
Pattie Stotler   31 
      

          May Anniversaries 

Donald & Barbara Wolfe 7 
Mark & Jan Terrell  13 
William & Gail Golder  17 
Bill & Sherry Montgomery 17 
Delbert & Shirley Leigh  18 
Randy & Lynn Petrick  20 
Wayne & Lori Rogers  30 
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June Birthday’s 
Judy Hudson  2 

Sheldon Robey  4 

Wanda Setzer  5 

Steve Hayden  6 

Janet McLaughlin 6 

Lee Ritchey  7 

Elaine Wilbraham 7 

Amber Cooper  8 

Sophie McPherson 8 

Sam Cox  10 

Tom Mahoney  12 

Stacey Whitacre 12 

Ed Martin  13 

Meg Tessenear  15 

Gregory Thompson 15 

Bob Wolford  15 

Terri Lambert  16 

Lori Rogers  16 

Chloe Hudson  17 

Pam Bohannon  18 

Trevor Hancock  18 

Leeann Poplin  18 

Syd Putnam  18 

Marcia Williamson 18 

Erinn Bullock  20 

Jack Hanselman  20 

Bill Montgomery 21 

Patricia Campbell 22 

Sunny Fry  22 

Susan McNally  23 

Ronald Peterson 23 

D. Richard Graham 24 

Caylee Smith  [Finch] 27 

Tyler Sullivan  27 

George Grzeszkowiak 28 

Janice Heilman  28 

Guinevere Skipper 29 

  

 

 

 

 

 

June Anniversaries 
Bob & Linda Bobo  6 

Bill & Jean Haselden  6 

Steve & Fay Hayden  6 

Taylor & Megan Turbeville 6 

Tom & Pat Chandler  7 

Harry & Virginia Miller  7 

Dick & Joyce Silvis  10 

Rod & Gayle Schroder  14 

Brian & Meg Tessenear  15 

Richard & Betsey Costner 16 

Tom & Carolyn Jurasko  16 

Al & Pat Wood   16 

Jay & Katrina Barton  18 

Terry & Vicki Jenkinson  20 

Bill & Sally Swisher  21 

Jim & Dee Fields  24 

Dale & Nancy Faulkner  25 

Bob & Ann Bulda  26 

2021 Altar Flowers 

The altar flower chart for 2021 is in the narthex.  Sign up for a Sunday to donate flowers 

to the glory of God and in celebration or memory of a loved one.   

 

Dear friends of SUMC, 

Thank you so much for all of your cards and prayers after the death of my mom, No-
vember 6, and the death of my dad, January 4.   They have definitely helped us at 
this time and continue helping as we get their house ready to sell in Glenmere.  
Blessings to you all, each and every one! 

Kim Quiggle 

 

2020 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving statements for 2020 were emailed on Monday, January 25.  You can also find your giving statement in 
Realm.  If you wish to have a statement and did not receive one, please contact the Church Office at 843-650-
3373.   
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Linda Disbrow 

 

Linda joined church on 
Jan 17, 2021.  She and her 
husband Bob came to 
Myrtle Beach by way of 
Ocean City, NJ to Bethle-
hem, PA.  Their daughter 
Jeannine moved to Mur-
rells Inlet last February 
and wanted Linda and 
Bob to be near her.  They 
arrived in South Carolina 
on October 1, 2020, 
found their home in Is-
land Green East and moved in on November 19, 
2020.  Linda says she really loves the peace and qui-
et here.  Also, it is worth noting that Linda and Bob 
celebrated 52 years on December 23, 2020. 

 

Linda was a non-medical caregiver in the Bethlehem 
and surrounding areas.  She and Bob have three 
adult children.  The oldest is Jeannine and she and 
her husband Brad live in Murrells Inlet along with 
their only granddaughter Jessica.  Jennifer is the oth-
er daughter and she lives in Gaithersburg, MD.  She 
is the mother of Linda and Bob's oldest grandson 
and he and his new wife live in Ft. Mill, SC. Their son 
Rob lives in Upper Nazareth, PA with his wife Erin 
and four boys Collin, Sean, Aiden, and Gavin. 

 

Linda's pastimes are reading, walking, and sew-
ing.  She also enjoys helping at church, although she 
acknowledges that she is moving slow on that.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patti Kircher 

 

Patti Kircher joined church 
as an Associate Member on 
February 7, 2021.  Her hus-
band Leon (Lenny) stood up 
with her.  Since he is a re-
tired pastor and is in 
the Susquehanna Confer-
ence, he is not a church 
member but will be attend-
ing with Patti.  We welcome 
them both.  And Lenny was 
already tapped to preach, 
which he did at the Vespers 
service on February 14. 

Patti and Lenny have lived in the Myrtle Beach area since 
November 18, 2020.  She has two sons, Brad and Chris, 
and has four grandchildren from her youngest son Brad 
who is in the Air Force. 

Lenny has a son Aaron and an adopted son Bradly and is 
blessed with one grandson from Aaron and three from 
Bradly. 

Patti shared that her interests are simple. She loves help-
ing out older people and really enjoys being with 
them.  She loves  beach walks also.  And she is happy to 
cook and help feed the hungry.  She said that "most of all 
I love being with God." 

Patti shared that she was baptized about six years ago, in 
Mississippi, before she married Lenny.  She still feels a 
very strong connection to Getwell Church there ,which is 
why she is an Associate member here.  

 

 



 
 

MY ENCOUNTER WITH GOD – Lee Horton 

 

While the events of January 6, 2021 are in our recent past, I am sure that we all remember vividly the pictures we 

saw of the events at our Nation’s Capitol.   

The day after all this happened, I was praying at night before falling asleep.  I prayed that our leaders would call on 

God for healing and to work together as a nation.  Instead, it kept getting worse.  As I prayed, I kept asking “What can 

I do?”  Later that night, I heard a voice say “Lee” and ask me if I knew the painting by Michaelangelo in the Sistine 

Chapel and I said “yes”.  The voice then referenced the hand in the painting and I saw the hand pointing down to 

Donald Trump and the voice said “You’re fired”.  At this point, I began to shake.  The voice continued saying “Trump 

did a lot of wonderful things, but he wanted all the glory and not once glorified me for all that I had helped him 

achieve.”  I asked again what can I do?  He said Congress is far worse than Trump.  He wants God put back in the 

schools and the Ten Commandments put back in the courthouses.   And the voice said  “tell your pastor and the peo-

ple in your church that they need to impress upon the nation’s leaders that they can pass all the bills they want, but 

they will fail if they do not raise me up and glorify me.   I have given all the laws they need and they are the Ten Com-

mandments.”  God told me that as a nation we must start calling on Him by name and praising Him publicly or they 

will fail and so will the country. 

Now, I’d like to mention that I begin every day with prayer and a conversation with God.  I start with the Upper Room 

each morning.  I want to draw attention to the reading from January 6 -- Proverbs 6:3 “Commit to the Lord whatever 

you do and your plans will succeed” and also Proverbs 16:9 “In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord 

establishes their steps.”  Ironic, isn’t it? 

When Dee woke up the morning after my dream, she could see how upset I was.  I was saying I don’t know where to 

start.  She encouraged me to begin by talking to Pastor Kurt.  I did that on January 12.  At least by then I had calmed 

down enough that I could tell several friends what had happened.  They believed me and my fear and anxiety less-

ened.  Pastor Kurt encouraged me to continue telling people what had happened, and so I’m reaching out to you, my 

church family, through this newsletter.  He also shared with me that God has been talking to people all over the 

world. 

As my church family, I care about each and every one of you, no matter what your political affiliation may be.  But I’d 

like to encourage all of us to put our differences aside and work together because of our love for Jesus Christ. In talk-

ing to me, God said he does not save nations, only people have salvation through their belief in Jesus Christ.  He also 

said that things will get much worse, but we will not be affected because we are believers in Jesus Christ, our salva-

tion is secure.  Each day since then I have become much calmer and when I meet people I tell them what happened 

and ask them to reach out to their Congressmen, as I have. 

God bless each of you, our church, and our country. 
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